 Lecture 1  Subject and objectives of the course of the history of the English language.
 Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

 Questions for brainstorming:
1. What do you know about subject and objectives of the course of the history of the English language?
2. What do you know about the objectives?

 Literature:
1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .

6. Ayapova T.T. History of English ( электрон.версия) КазУМО иМЯ 2002 г.

This outline history covers the main events in the historical development of the English language: the history of its phonetic structure and spelling, the evolution of its grammatical system, the growth of its vocabulary, and also the changing historical conditions of English-speaking communities relevant to language history.

A language can be considered from different angles. In studying Modern English (Mod E) we regard the language as fixed in time and describe each linguistic level – phonetics, grammar or lexis – synchronically, taking no account of the origin of present-day features or their tendencies to change. The synchronic approach can be contrasted to the diachronic. When considered diachronically, every linguistic fact is interpreted as a stage or step in the never-ending evolution of language, in practice, however, the contrast between diachronic and synchronic study is not so marked as English language of the age of Shakespeare (16th-17th c.) or the age of Chaucer (14th c.). in theory: we commonly resort to history to explain current phenomena in Mod E. Likewise in describing the evolution of language we can present it as a series of synchronic cross-sections, e.g. the Through learning the history of the English language the student achieves a variety of aims, both theoretical and practical.The history of the language is of considerable interest to all students of English, since the English language of today reflects many centuries of development.
Lecture2: Patterns of development of the vocabulary and phonetic structure of the English language. 
 Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

 Questions for brainstorming:
1. What do you know about development of the vocabulary?

2. What do you know about the phonetic structure?

 Literature:
1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .
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The history of the English language begins with the conquest of the British Isles by Germanic tribes in the 5th century A.D. At that time, the islands were inhabited by the Celts, who came to Britain from the European continent. The Kelts are a native community made up of clans, family groups, and tribes. They were mainly engaged in agriculture.The conquest of the British Isles by Germanic tribes (Angles, Saxons, Utahs) began in 449 AD, when the conquerors arrived on the islands under the leadership of two German kings - Hengist and Khorsa (Hengistor, Khorsa). Until this moment, the Germans also raided. the Celts ’battle with the conquerors lasted a long time, and Anglo-Saxon rule was finally established only at the end of the 6th century. By about 700, the Anglo-Saxons occupied most of England (except for the Cornwall Peninsula, Wales, the northwestern regions and southern Scotland).Although the conquerors belonged to different Germanic tribes, their languages ​​and cultures were very similar, and they considered themselves to be one people.For example, the word “Engle” (the English) called all the German conquerors. Breaking away from the continental Germanic language, the West Germanic dialects spoken by the conquerors merged, which led to the emergence of a new Germanic language - English.
Lecture3: The oldest historical information about the Germanic tribes and their social system. 
 “The Norman Conquest”

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

Questions for brainstorming: 
1. Who were the Germanic tribes ?

2. What do you know about their social system? 

 Literature:  

1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .
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The Germanic peoples (also called Teutonic, Suebian, or Gothic in older literature) are an ethno-linguistic Indo-European group of northern European origin. They are identified by their use of Germanic languages, which diversified out of Proto-Germanic during the Pre-Roman Iron Age.The term “Germanic” originated in classical times when groups of tribes living in Lower, Upper, and Greater Germania were referred to using this label by Roman scribes. These tribes generally lived to the north and east of the Gauls. They were chronicled by Rome ‘s historians as having had a critical impact on the course of European history during the Roman-Germanic wars, particularly at the historic Battle of the Teutoburg Forest, where the vanquishment of three Roman legions at the hands of Germanic tribal warriors precipitated the Roman Empire’s strategic withdrawal from Magna Germania.As a linguistic group, modern Germanic peoples include the Afrikaners, Austrians, Danes, Dutch, English, Flemish, Frisians, Germans, Icelanders, Lowland Scots, Norwegians, Swedes, and others (including diaspora populations, such as some groups of European Americans).Northernmost Europe, in what now constitutes the European plains of Denmark and southern Scandinavia, is where the Germanic peoples most likely originated. This is a region that was “remarkably stable” as far back as the Neolithic Age, when humans first began controlling their environment through the use of agriculture and the domestication of animals. Archeological evidence gives the impression that the Germanic people were becoming more uniform in their culture as early as 750 BCE. As their population grew, the Germanic people migrated westwards into coastal floodplains due to the exhaustion of the soil in their original settlements.

 Lecture4: Germanic languages ​​as one of the groups of the Indo-European language family. 

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

Questions for brainstorming: 
1.  Germanic languages?

2. What do you know about Vikings? 

3. Indo-European language family?  

 Literature:  

1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .
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Languages evolve over time. Initially, a language diverges into varying dialects, which are mutually intelligible (e.g. American English and British English). Eventually, dialects become distinct languages, which are not mutually intelligible (e.g. French and Spanish).Languages can therefore be organized into family trees. French and Spanish, for instance, both evolved from Latin; in this instance, Latin is the parent language, while French and Spanish are both child languages of Latin. The oldest ancestor of a language family (i.e. the language at the very top of the family tree) is known as the family's proto-language.Most European languages belong to the Indo-European language family. The proto-language of this family (known as "Proto-Indo-European" or simply "Indo-European") emerged in far eastern Europe, from where it spread westward across Europe and eastward into Asia. This great Indo-European expansion occurred primarily during the period ca. 2000-1000 BC.1The Indo-European language family has four main living branches: Indo-Iranian, Balto-Slavic, Germanic, and Italic. In the family tree provided below, the languages in the bottom boxes are the largest member language(s) of their respective branches. Of these four branches, the only one that lies outside Europe is Indo-Iranian. The Indo-Iranian language, which emerged in Central Asia, fractured into speakers of Iranian (who expanded into Iran) and Indic (who migrated to South Asia).22 The Germanic family has been traced to a homeland of southern Scandinavia/northern Germany. The Germanic language fractured into North Germanic, West Germanic, and East Germanic (extinct).5 Historically, North Germanic speakers are known as the Norsemen, while East and West Germanic speakers comprise the various Germanic tribes. The Balto-Slavic family, which has been traced to a vague homeland in Eastern Europe (perhaps Belarus), diverged into Baltic and Slavic.1 The Balts settled lands to the north, along the Baltic coast. The Slavs experienced a great medieval expansion, fracturing into three main branches: East Slavic (far eastern Europe), West Slavic (near eastern Europe), and South Slavic (Balkans).The Italic language family originated in Italy. Various branches of Italic languages were spoken throughout the peninsula until the rise of Rome, when all were replaced by Latin.11 With the expansion of the Roman Empire, Latin became the common tongue across large areas of Europe. The descendent languages of Latin are known as the "Latin languages" or "Romance languages".
Lecture 5: Characteristic features of Germanic languages. 

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

Questions for brainstorming: 
1. Characteristic features of Germanic languages?

2. What do you know about Grimm’s law ? 

 Literature:  

1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .
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Strong evidence for the unity of all the modern Germanic languages can be found in the phenomenon known as the first Germanic sound shift or consonant shift (also called Grimms law), which set the Germanic subfamily apart from the other members of the Indo-European family. Consisting of a regular shifting of consonants in groups, the sound shift had already occurred by the time adequate records of the various Germanic languages began to be made in the 7th to 9th cent. According to Grimm's law, certain consonant sounds found in the ancient Indo-European languages (such as Latin, Greek, and Sanskrit) underwent a change in the Germanic tongue. For example, the sounds p, d, t, and k in the former became f, t, th, and h respectively in the latter, as in Latin pater, English father; Latin dent, English tooth; and Latin cornu, English horn.
Before the 8th cent. a second shift of consonants took place in some of the West German dialects. For instance, under certain circumstances, d became t, and t became ss or z, asin English bread, Dutch brood, but German Brot; English foot, Dutch voet, but German Fuss; and English ten, Dutch tien, but German zehn. The dialects in which this second consonant shift took place were the High German dialects, so called because they were spoken in more mountainous areas. Standard modern German arose from these dialects. The West Germanic dialects not affected by the second shift were the Low German dialects of the lowlands, from which Dutch and English evolved.Also peculiar to the Germanic languages is the recessive accent, whereby the stress usually falls on the first or root syllable of a word, especially a word of Germanic origin. Another distinctive characteristic shared by the Germanic languages is the umlaut, which is a type of vowel change in the root of a word. It is demonstrated in the pairs foot (singular), feet (plural) in English; fot (singular), fötter (plural) in Swedish; and Kampf (singular), Kämpfe (plural) in German.All Germanic languages have strong and weak verbs; that is, they form the past tense and past participle either by changing the root vowel in the case of strong verbs (as in English lie, lay, lain or ring, rang, rung; German ringen, rang, gerungen ) or by adding as an ending -d (or -t ) or -ed in the case of weak verbs (as in English care, cared, cared or look, looked, looked; German fragen, fragte, gefragt ). Also typically Germanic is the formation of the genitive singular by the addition of -s or -es. Examples are English man, man's; Swedish hund, hunds; German Lehrer, Lehrers or Mann, Mannes. Moreover, the comparison of adjectives in the Germanic languages follows a parallel pattern, as in English: rich, richer, richest; German reich, reicher, reichst; and Swedish rik, rikare, rikast. Lastly, vocabulary furnished evidence of a common origin for the Germanic languages in that a number of the basic words in these languages are similar in form; however, while word similarity may indicate the same original source for a group of languages, it can also be a sign of borrowing.

Lecture 6: The main historical events of the ancient period. Lecture: Celtic tribes.

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

Questions for brainstorming: 
1. The main historical events of the ancient period ?

2. Celtic tribes.

 Literature:  

1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .
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The Celts were a collection of tribes with origins in central Europe that shared a similar language, religious beliefs, traditions and culture. It’s believed that the Celtic culture started to evolve as early as 1200 B.C. The Celts spread throughout western Europe—including Britain, Ireland, France and Spain—via migration. Their legacy remains most prominent in Ireland and Great Britain, where traces of their language and culture are still prominent today. By the third century B.C., the Celts controlled much of the European continent north of the Alps mountain range, including present-day Ireland and Great Britain.

It is these islands off Europe’s western coast in which Celtic culture was allowed to survive and thrive, as the Roman Empire expanded on the European continent. Beginning with the reign of Julius Caesar in the first century B.C., the Romans launched a military campaign against the Celts, killing them by the thousands and destroying their culture in much of mainland Europe. Caesar’s Roman armies attempted an invasion of Britain at this time, but were unsuccessful, and thus the Celtic people established a homeland there. As a result, many of their cultural traditions remain evident in present-day Ireland, Scotland and Wales, even now. Britons and Gauls settled in the northwestern corner of present-day France, the region known today as Brittany. Celtic tradition survived in the region as it was geographically isolated from the rest of France, and many festivals and events can trace their origins to Celtic times.

Many of the French “Bretons” also wear traditional Celtic hats called coiffes (which means “hats of lace”), and roughly one-quarter of the region’s residents speak Breton, a Celtic language similar to Welsh. In Wales, called Cymru by the Celts, the native tongue—Welsh—is a Celtic language, and it is still widely spoken in the region. Similarly, in Cornwall (the westernmost county in England, and near Wales), many residents still speak Cornish, which is similar to Welsh and Breton.

And, in Scotland, the Celtic language Scots Gaelic is still spoken, although by a minority, and the local affiliate of the British Broadcasting Corporation is known as BBC Alba, the Celtic name for the region.

Of course, the bagpipes, the musical instrument for which Scotland is arguably best known, can also trace their origin to Celtic times.

Lecture7: The Anglo-Saxon conquest of Britain and the formation of the English language.

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

Questions for brainstorming: 
1. The Anglo-Saxon conquest?

2. The formation of the English language? 

 Literature:  

1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .
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The Celts remained independent when the Roman armies left Britain, but it did not last long.

Already in the 4th century Britain was raided by the Germanic tribes — the Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes. The tribes of Angles and Saxons came from the territory of modern Germany and Denmark. As for the Jutes, their tribe was smaller and they came from Juteland (modern northern Denmark).All beautiful towns and buildings left by the Romans were destroyed by these barbaric people.Of all three tribes, the Angles became the strongest. Later two tribes of the Angles and the Saxons united and were called Anglo-Saxons. These Anglo-Saxon people are the ancestors of the English.They called their speech English and their country — England, that is "the Land of Angles".The British Celts (the Britons) fought the raiders. But they took houses, fields and cattle from the Britons. So the Britons had to go to the mountains in the far West and settle there. The Saxons called that place "Weallas" or "Wales" meaning "the land of the foreigners". This part of Britain is called Wales now. Other Celts were driven into the lands in the North which became known as Scotland. So, Wales and the highlands of Scotland are inhabited by the oldest Scots called today "the Celtic fringe of the island".Anglo-Saxons founded 10 separate kingdoms, the most powerful of which were Wessex, Sussex, Essex, Kent, East Anglia, Mercia and Northumbria. These seven are known as heptarchy ['hepta:kI] and they are now some of the counties of Great Britain.This conquest of Britain by Germanic tribes is regarded as the beginning of the medieval history of the country.
Lecture8: Problems of periodization of the history of the English language.

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

Questions for brainstorming: 
1. Problems of periodization ?

2. What do you know about the first period ?
3. The second historical period 
 Literature:  

1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .
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The historical development of a language is a continuous uninterrupted process without sudden breaks or rapid transformations. The commonly accepted, traditional Periodisation divides English history into three periods: Old English (OE), Middle English (ME) and New English (NE). the following Periodisation of English history is based on the conventional three periods; it subdivides the history of the English language into seven periods differing in linguistic situation and the nature of linguistic changes.

, which may be termed Early Old English, lasts from the West Germanic invasion of Britain till the beginning of writing, that is from the 5th to the close of the 7th c. It is the stage of the tribal dialects of the West Germanic invaders, which were gradually losing contacts with the related continental tongues. The tribal dialects were used for oral communication, there being no written form of English.

extends from the 8th c. till the end of the 11th. The English language of that time is referred to as Old English. The tribal dialects gradually changed into local or regional dialects. Towards the end of the period the differences between the dialects grew and their relative position altered. They were probably equal as a medium of oral communication, while in the sphere of writing one of the dialects, West Saxon, had gained supremacy over the other dialects. The language of this period is usually described synchronically and is treated as a more or less stable system.

The third period, known as Early Middle English, starts after 1066, the year of the Norman Conquest, and covers the 12th, 13th and half of the 14th c. It was the stage of the greatest dialectal divergence caused by the feudal system and by foreign influences – Scandinavian and French. The dialectal division of present-day English owes its origin to this period of history. Under Norman rule the official language in England was French, or rather its variety called Anglo-French or Anglo-Norman; it was also the dominant language of literature.

The fourth period – from the later 14th c. till the end of the 15th – embraces the age of Chaucer, the greatest English medieval writer and forerunner of the English Renaissance. We may call it Late or Classical Middle English. It was the time of the restoration of English to the position of the state and literary language and the time of literary flourishing. The main dialect used in writing and literature was the mixed dialect of London. The literary authority of other dialects was gradually overshadowed by the prestige of the London written language.

The fifth period is called Early New English, lasted from the introduction of printing to the age of Shakespeare. The first printed book in English was published by William Caxton in 1475. It was a time of great historical consequence: under the growing capitalist system the country became economically and politically unified. Caxton’s English of the printed books was a sort of bridge between the London literary English of the ME period and the language of the Literary Renaissance. This period was also a time of sweeping changes at all levels, in the first place lexical and phonetic. The growth of the vocabulary was a natural reflection of the progress of culture in the new, bourgeois society.  

The sixth period extends from the mid-17th c. to the close of the 18th c. In the history of the language it is often called “the age of normalization and correctness”, in the history of literature – the “neoclassical” age. It is essential that during the 18th c. literary English differentiated into distinct styles, which is a property of a mature literary language. The 18th c. has been called the period of “fixing the pronunciation”. The great sound shifts were over and pronunciation was being stabilized. Word usage and grammatical construction were subjected to restriction and normalization.

The English language of the 19th and 20th c. represents the seventh period in the history of English. It is called Late New English or Modern English. The classical language of literature was strictly distinguished from the local dialects and the dialects of lower social rank. The dialects were used in oral communication and, as a rule, had no literary tradition. The 20th c. witnessed considerable intermixture of dialects. The local dialects were retreated and displaced by Standard English. The English vocabulary has grown on an unprecedented scale reflecting the rapid progress of technology, science and culture and other multiple changes in all spheres of man’s activity.

Lecture9: Phonetic features of the ancient English period. Seminar: Phonetic Features of the Old English Period.

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

Questions for brainstorming: 
1. Phonetic features of the ancient English period ?

2. What do you know about Phonetic Features of the Old English Period? 

3. What do you know about status changing of English language?  

 Literature:  

1. Расторгуева Т.А.История английского языка, В 2-х частях- М., 1972.

2. Смирницкий А.И. Хрестоматия по истории английского языка. - М.,1953.

3. Смирницкий А.И. Древнеанглийский язык, М., 1958 .

4. Иванова И.П., Чахоян Л.П. История английского языка. - М., 1976.

5. Ильиш Б.А. История английского языка,. -Л.,1973 .

6. Ayapova T.T. History of English ( электрон.версия) КазУМО иМЯ 2002 г.

List of principal questions: 1. Old English vowels 1.1. Origin of Old English vowel phonemes 1.2. Changes in Old English vowel phonemes 1.2.1. Breaking 1.2.2. Palatal mutation 1.2.3. Effect of palatal mutation upon grammar and word-stock 2. Old English consonants 2.1. Dependence of the quality of the consonant phoneme upon its environment in the word 2.2. Grimm's law, Verner's lawThere were the following vowel phonemes in Old English monophthongs diphthongs a a e l I 0 0 u As we see in Old English there existed an exact parallelism between long vowels and the corresponding short vowels. Not only monophthongs but even diphthongs found their counterparts which differed from them not only in quality but also in quantity. Thus we may say that in the system of vowels both the quality and the quantity of the vowel was phonemic. All the diphthongs were falling diphthongs with the first element stronger than the second, the second element being more open than the first. Examples: monophthongs a —a : stan — (stone) — аз: daed — (dead) 6 —o : 3od — (god) I —i: wrltan — (write) da3as (days) dae3 (day) 3od (good) writen (written) diphthongs ёо—ео: —еа: ceosan - (choose) ceas - (chose) Origin of Old English vowel phonemes All Old English vowel phonemes can be traced back to Common Germanic vowel phonemes. Old English monophthongs are, as a rule, 78 5. OLD ENGLISH PHONETICS a further development For example: Old English ёге (day) 0] bindan (bind) [o] coren (chosen) of some Common Germanic monophthongs. from Common Germanic [a] dags [i] bindan [u] cusans, etc. Some Old English monophthongs developed from Common Germanic diphthongs: Old English from Common Germanic [a] [ai] ras (wrote) rais Old English long diphthongs are a result of some further development of Common Germanic diphthongs, though in the course of history the quality of the diphthong may have undergone a change: Old English from Common Germanic (Gothic) ceosan (choose) kiusan ceas (chose) kaus Old English short diphthongs originated from monophthongs: Old English from Common Germanic eald (old) 
Lecture10: Formation of the English language.

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process

Questions for brainstorming: 
1. Formation of the English language.?

2. Old English (450-1100 AD)? 
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during the 5th century AD. These tribes, the Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes, crossed the North Sea from what today is Denmark and northern Germany. At that time the inhabitants of Britain spoke a Celtic language. But most of the Celtic speakers were pushed west and north by the invaders - mainly into what is now Wales, Scotland and Ireland. The Angles came from "Englaland" [sic] and their language was called "Englisc" - from which the words "England" and "English" are derived. 
The invading Germanic tribes spoke similar languages, which in Britain developed into what we now call Old English. Old English did not sound or look like English today. Native English speakers now would have great difficulty understanding Old English. Nevertheless, about half of the most commonly used words in Modern English have Old English roots. The words be, strong and water, for example, derive from Old English. Old English was spoken until around 1100.

Middle English (1100-1500)

In 1066 William the Conqueror, the Duke of Normandy (part of modern France), invaded and conquered England. The new conquerors (called the Normans) brought with them a kind of French, which became the language of the Royal Court, and the ruling and business classes. For a period there was a kind of linguistic class division, where the lower classes spoke English and the upper classes spoke French. In the 14th century English became dominant in Britain again, but with many French words added. This language is called Middle English. It was the language of the great poet Chaucer (c1340-1400), but it would still be difficult for native English speakers to understand today.

Modern English

Early Modern English (1500-1800)

Towards the end of Middle English, a sudden and distinct change in pronunciation (the Great Vowel Shift) started, with vowels being pronounced shorter and shorter. From the 16th century the British had contact with many peoples from around the world.

This, and the Renaissance of Classical learning, meant that many new words and phrases entered the language. The invention of printing also meant that there was now a common language in print. Books became cheaper and more people learned to read. Printing also brought standardization to English. Spelling and grammar became fixed, and the dialect of London, where most publishing houses were, became the standard. In 1604 the first English dictionary was published.

Late Modern English (1800-Present)

The main difference between Early Modern English and Late Modern English is vocabulary. Late Modern English has many more words, arising from two principal factors: firstly, the Industrial Revolution and technology created a need for new words; secondly, the British Empire at its height covered one quarter of the earth's surface, and the English language adopted foreign words from many countries.

Varieties of English

From around 1600, the English colonization of North America resulted in the creation of a distinct American variety of English. Some English pronunciations and words "froze" when they reached America. In some ways, American English is more like the English of Shakespeare than modern British English is. Some expressions that the British call "Americanisms" are in fact original British expressions that were preserved in the colonies while lost for a time in Britain (for example trash for rubbish, loan as a verb instead of lend, and fall for autumn; another example, frame-up, was re-imported into Britain through Hollywood gangster movies). Spanish also had an influence on American English (and subsequently British English), with words like canyon, ranch, stampede and vigilante being examples of Spanish words that entered English through the settlement of the American West. French words (through Louisiana) and West African words (through the slave trade) also influenced American English (and so, to an extent, British English).

Today, American English is particularly influential, due to the USA's dominance of cinema, television, popular music, trade and technology (including the Internet). But there are many other varieties of English around the world, including for example Australian English, New Zealand English, Canadian English, South African English, Indian English and Caribbean English.

Lecture11: The vocabulary of the English language and its development.

Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning
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2. What do you know about and its development? 

3. What do you know about status changing of English language?  
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Already in this period of Old English, the language began applying its inclination to ravenously borrow words from other languages. From the native Celts, it took clan, bin, gull, and crag, as well as names for places and rivers (Dover, Kent, Severn, and Thames). Latin words arrived even earlier with the Roman conquest of 43 B.C. (cheese, cup, kitchen, plant, street, wine). A later wave of Latin words was brought with Christian monks and missionaries seeking to convert the Anglo-Saxons, enriching the language with both religious and secular words, such as abbot, altar, acolyte, candle, martyr, Mass, and lily.
The next addition to the vocabulary to close the Old English period resulted from the Viking invasions to Britain during the 8th and 9th centuries. These newcomers, who had settled alongside the Anglo-Saxons, contributed Old Norse vocabulary such as the following:From Old Norse: flat, cake, take, get, call, husband, want, cut, both, ugly, fellow, hit, odd, egg, sister, law, leg, rag, window, die, are (form of the verb be)
•    words beginning with sk sound: scorch, scrape, scrub, skill, and sky
•    The personal pronouns: they, their, them
Synonymous word sets such as those presented above already show up in this period: sick vs. ill, shirt vs. skirt, wrath vs. anger, rear vs. raise, hide vs. skin, the first Anglo-Saxon, the second Old Norse, respectively. The all-in-all contribution of words from Germanic origins (Anglo-Saxon, Old Norse etc.) amounts to about 23% of the current English vocabulary.The year 1066 marked the dramatic transition to Middle English, with William the Conqueror, king of Normandy in Western France, drawing his army into Britain. Old French thus became the spoken language of the ruling classes: the nobles, bankers, lawmakers, and scholars; the peasants and lower classes spoke Anglo-Saxon and some surviving Celtic dialects; the clergy used Latin. In the coming 400 years, Middle English gradually overthrew French and became the language of all classes, but words for government, religion, food, law, art, literature, and medicine are originally French.From Norman French: parliament, justice, crime, marriage, money, ornament, art, pleasure, joy, rentThe parallel usage of several languages has resulted in some famous duplicate and triplicate synonym sets. For instance, kingly (from Old English), royal (from French), and regal (from Latin). As well as house-mansion, wood-forest, answer-reply, yearly-annual, room-chamber, wish-desire, might-power, worthy-honorable, and bold-courageous (the former from Old-English, the latter from French, respectively).Another fascinating example of the social divide between language users of Middle English is shown in nouns denoting different kinds of meats. The English speaking peasants who raised the animals used the Anglo-Saxon words (swine/pig, sheep, ox, cow, calf, deer), whereas the French speaking elite, who could afford eating these meats regularly, used the French equivalents (pork, bacon, mutton, beef, veal, venison, respectively). Today, these duplicates remain in common use in modern English, using different words for the animals and the meats produced from them. The contribution of both Norman and Modern French to English is estimated in about 29% of the current vocabulary.
Lecture12: The evolution of the phonetic system of the English language in the Middle English period.
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2. What do you know about the Middle English period? 
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When we speak of the Middle English Period we must take into account the historical events and transformations that took place between the 12th and the 15th centuries in Britain, and which directly affected the development of the English language.It is evident that the approximate dates fixing the boundaries between the three main periods covered by the history of the English language are very close to important events in the social and political life of the country. Thus 1100 follows close upon 1066, the year of the Normand Conquest, and 1500 is close to 1485, the year when the War of the Roses came to an end.This period was marked by momentous changes in the English language; changes more extensive and fundamental than those that have taken place at any time before or since. Some of these changes were the result of the Norman Conquest and the social political conditions which followed in the wake of the event. Some of these, to a lesser degree, were the result of the Scandinavian invasions and the lengthy contacts with the Old Scandinavian language which became apparent precisely in the Middle English Period.But who were the Scandinavians and just how deeply did they influence the English language?

The migration of the ancient Germans from the 2nd to the 5th centuries led to the geographical separation of tribal groups and consequently to the independent development of their tongues. The Germanic people began their attacks along the Rhine and the Danube from the North Sea to the Black Sea, which lasted for three centuries. These tribes are traditionally subdivided into three groups: East, North and West.The North Germanic tribes which had settled in the Scandinavian region remained isolated for several hundred years. In the 8th century, these sea-rovers, also known as the Northmen or Danes, began their raids on Britain and gradually occupied the greater part of Britain. Other groups settled in France, hence the name of Normandy given to that region of France.The Scandinavian attacks upon England can be marked in three well-defined stages:- The early raids beginning in 787 and continuing until 850. The raids of this period were simple plundering attacks upon towns and monasteries near the coast.
- The second stage was the work of large armies and was marked by widespread plundering in all parts of the country and by intensive settlements. The Danes concentrated their attacks on the strongest of the Anglo-Saxon cities, Wessex, and were halted by King Alfred in 878. The Treaty of Wedmore was signed by King Alfred of Wessex and Guthrum, the Dane, establishing a line running from Chester to London to the east of which would become the territory subject to Danish law and is hence known as Danelaw.
- The third stage of the Scandinavian incursion covers the period of political adjustment and assimilation from 878 to 1042 under Alfred’s son, Edward the Elder and grandson, Athelstan. The English began a series of counterattacks and by the middle of the century a large part of eastern England, though still strongly Danish in blood and customs, was once more under English rule.The amalgamation of the two races, Angle-Saxon and Scandinavian was greatly facilitated by the close kinship that existed between them. No social or cultural distinctions were made between native and settlers. Since the dialects belonged to the same linguistic group, their languages were very much alike, but the intermixture of languages in the regions of Scandinavian settlement had a considerable effect on the English language which became apparent in Middle English records. Of the linguistic levels, we find that the word-stock was the most affected by the Scandinavian influence.The Norman Conquest in 1066 was a turning point in English history; it was the historical event which was to have the greatest effect on the English language.

But who were the Normans and where did they come from?On the northern coast of France directly across from England, there is a district extending some 75 miles back from the Channel and known as Normandy. It derives its name from the hordes of Northmen who settled there in the 9th and the 10th centuries, and who were descendants of the North Germanic tribes which had settled in the Scandinavian region.A generation after Alfred reached an agreement with the Northmen in England, a somewhat similar understanding was reached between Rollo, the leader of the Danes in Normandy, and Charles, the Simple, King of France. In 912 the right of the Northmen to occupy this part of France was recognized, Rollo acknowledged the French King as his overlord and became the first Duke of the Normans.For some years before the Norman Conquest the relations between England and Normandy had been fairly close. In 1002, Aethelred the Unready had married a Norman wife and when driven into exile by the Danes, took refuge with his brother-in-law, the Duke of Normandy. His son Edward had thus been brought up in France.

After the death of the Danish King Canute, the old Anglo-Saxon line was restored, and Edward the Confessor became King of England. William, Duke of Normandy, visited his court and it was rumored that Edward appointed him his successor. The court was still in the hands of the Anglo-Saxon Feudal lords, the most powerful of them being Earl Godwin of Wessex.In 1066, upon Edward´s death, the Elders proclaimed Harold, Godwin´s son, King of England. As soon as the news reached William of Normandy, he assembled an army and with the support of the Pope, he landed in Britain. The English were defeated in October 1066 in the famous battle of Hastings, where Harold was killed.The Norman Conquest provided the political superstructure corresponding to the Feudal system which had already developed in Britain. Through the confiscation of lands and the new division among the Normans, we may say that Feudalism was fully established in England. The essential political feature of Feudalism was the downward delegation of power and all power was based upon the ownership of lands. The King was the sole and ultimate owner of all lands.The unit of agriculture economy was the Manor (lands distributed among William´s followers) which had been imposed upon the earlier township. Some of these manors were held by his vassals. The Manor with its lords, tenants and serfs produced practically all the necessities of life. Accordingly, it may be said that the economy had a close character and manors at the beginning were totally divorced from cities.

Lecture13: Phonetic features of modern English.
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British Received Pronunciation (RP), traditionally defined as the standard speech used in London and southeastern England, is one of many forms (or accents) of standard speech throughout the English-speaking world. Other pronunciations, although not standard, are often heard in the public domain. A very small percentage of the population of England is estimated to use “pure” RP (although the actual percentage is as unknown as what constitutes “pure” RP). It is considered the prestige accent in such institutions as the civil service and the BBC and, as such, has fraught associations with wealth and privilege in Britain.The chief differences between RP, as defined above, and a variety of American English, such as Inland Northern (the speech form of western New England and its derivatives, often popularly referred to as General American), are in the pronunciation of certain individual vowels and diphtongs. Inland Northern American vowels sometimes have semiconsonantal final glides (i.e., sounds resembling initial w, for example, or initial y). Aside from the final glides, that American accent shows four divergences from British English: (1) the words cod, box, dock, hot, and not are pronounced with a short (or half-long) low front sound as in British bard shortened (the terms front, back, low, and high refer to the position of the tongue); (2) words such as bud, but, cut, and rung are pronounced with a central vowel as in the unstressed final syllable of sofa; (3) before the fricative sounds s, f, and θ (the last of these is the th sound in thin) the long low back vowel a, as in British bath, is pronounced as a short front vowel a, as in British bad; (4) high back vowels following the alveolar sounds t and d and the nasal sound n in words such as tulips, dew, and news are pronounced without a glide as in British English; indeed, the words sound like the British two lips, do, and nooze in snooze. (In several American accents, however, these glides do occur.)The 24 consonant sounds comprise six stops (plosives): p, b, t, d, k, g; the fricatives f, v, θ (as in thin), ð [eth] (as in then), s, z, ∫ [esh] (as in ship), Ʒ (as in pleasure), and h; two affricatives: t∫ (as in church) and dƷ (as the j in jam); the nasals m, n, ŋ (the sound that occurs at the end of words such as young); the lateral l; the postalveolar or retroflex r; and the semivowels j (often spelled y) and w. These remain fairly stable, but Inland Northern American differs from RP in two respects: (1) r following vowels is preserved in words such as door, flower, and harmony, whereas it is lost in RP; (2) t between vowels is voiced, so that metal and matter sound very much like British medal and madder, although the pronunciation of this t is softer and less aspirated, or breathy, than the d of British English.

Lecture14: The evolution of the grammatical structure of the English language. English Adjective Evolution
Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions
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- to make learning two-way process
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2. English Adjective Evolution? 
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In the course of the ME period the adjective underwent greater simplifying changes than any other part of speech. It lost all its grammatical categories with the exception of the degrees of comparison.The new system of comparisons emerged in ME, but the ground for it had already been prepared by the use of the OE adverbs ma, bet, betst, 'more', 'better', 'to a greater degree' with adjectives and participles. It is noteworthy that in ME, when the phrases with ME more and most became more and more common, they were used with all kinds of adjective, regardless of the number of syllables and were even preferred with mono- and disyllabic words.

It appears that in the course of history the adjective has lost all the
dependent grammatical  categories but has preserved the only specifically adjectival category — the comparison. The adjective is the onlynominal part of speech which makes use of the new, analytical, way of form-building.

Lecture15: The evolution of the pronoun. The evolution of the English verb.
Aim: - to activate students’ to brainstorm on the questions

- to provide a summary of key items

- to link the students experience with learning

- to make learning two-way process
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1. The evolution of the pronoun?

2. The evolution of the English verb? 
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OE verb had few grammatical categories, but its paradigm had a very complicated structure. All the forms of the verb were synthe​tic; the analytical forms were only beginning to appear. The specifically verbal categories were mood and tense. The ca​tegory of Mood was constituted by the Indicative, Imperative and Subjunctive. The category of Tense in OE consisted of two forms, Present and Past. The category of person was made up of three forms the 1st, the 2nd, and the 3d. Finite verbs were distinguished bet​ween two numbers: singular and plural. In OE there were two non-finite forms of the verb: the Infi​nitive and the Participle. In many respects they were closer to the nouns and adjectives than to the finite verbs: their nominal featu​res were far more obvious than their verbal features. The verbal nature of the Infinitive and the Participle was revealed in some of their functions and in their combinability. Like finite forms of the  verb they could take direct, objects and be modified by adverbs. 

The majority of OE verbs fell into two great divisions: the strong verbs and the weak verbs. The main difference between them lays in the means of forming the principle forms, or the stems of the verbs. All the forms of the verb, finite as well as non-finite, were derived from a set of ‘stems’: Present Tense stem (or Infinitive), Past Tense stem, Participle II. In addition there were minor groups of verbs: preterit-presents, supletive (anomalous, irregular). All the verbs with the exception of the strong verbs and minor groups, which make a total of about 315-320 units, were weak verbs. They formed their Past and Participle II by means of the dental suffix  -d, -t. The weak verbs were subdivided into 3 classes differing in the ending if the Infin., the sonority of the suffix, and the sound preceding the suffix.

In ME and NE verb paradigm expanded, owing to addition of new grammatical forms and to the formation of new grammatical forms and to the formation of new grammatical categories. According to the Mod. E grammars it has 5 categories: Mood, Tense, Aspect, Time-Correlation and Voice. The growth of analytical forms from free verb phrases was a long and complicated process, which is dated in Late OE. The pro​perties of the analytical verb are as follows: 

1) it must consist of an auxiliary verb which served as a grammatical marker;

2) and a non-finite form - Inf. or Part., which serves as a grammatical marker and expresses the lexical meaning of the form;

3) it should be idiomatic, its meaning is not equivalent to the sum of meanings of the component parts.

 Originally the verb phrases and the new component forms were used as synonyms of the old synth. forms gradually the seman​tic diffr. between them, grew; the new forms acquired a spe​cific meaning while the application of the old forms was nar​rowed.

In the OE verb system there was no category of aspect. Verbal prefix - e, which could express an aspective meaning of perfectivity, was primarily word-building prefix. The development of Aspect is linked up with the growth of the Continues forms. Verb phrases consisting of ‘beon' + Part. I denoted a quality or a lasting state . It was not until the 18 c. that the Continues forms acquired a specific meaning of their own: of incomplete process of limited duration. Only at that sta​ge the Cont. and non-Cont. made up a new gram category - Aspect. For many hundred years the Continues forms were not used in the Passive Voice. It aroused the protest of many scholars. But inspite of all these protests the Passive Voice of Continues aspect continued to be used and eventually was recognized as correct.

